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INQUIRY TO DETERMINE

' BLAME FOR COLLAPSE.

TO BE MADE AT ONCE

Tragedy’s Direct Cause Cannot
Known Without Thorough
| Probe, Say Officials

.3 Be

el

CITY’S STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

ORDERED TO MMKE REPORT

Commissioners and Inspector at Scene

of Wreck-Rescues Precede Inquiry—

To Clear Wooden Bridges

At noon today, Commissioner Rudolph
said that an investigation of the disaster
would be called by the building inspector.

The commissioner said that all theaters
having this type of roof, which is known
as the cantilever roof, will be ordered to
remain closed until the building inspector

can see to it that the
afterward, can see

SNow.

Tuvestigation into the collapse of the Knickerbocker Theater
rooi will he started at once, Commissioner Cuno H. Rudolph,
chairman of the board of District Commissioners, stated today.

Until a thorough investigation is made the direct cause of the

tragedy will not be determined, «

at the present time just what was directly responsible for the

collapse of the rooi.” declared |

Col. Charles Keller. engincer commissioner, who supervises
the building inspector’s otfice, was at the scenc of the catastrophe

snow is removed and,

if the roof has been

weakened in any way by the weight of the

fficials stated.  “No man can tell

Juilding Inspegtor Healy.

all night, gathering first hand information,

=sioner Jiames F.Ovster
Fudolplh

District Commi
Joined with Commissioner
AINOUNCINS fur

Commuissioner  OnvsEter

plans an

went 1o
to confer, he said, with Col. Keller about

having the various wooden bridges,
A

as the wuct and  Calvert
straciures, ele of SnOw us S0
po=silile, Frossibitity  of these bridges, |

several of which have heen comdemned,

collapying under the weight of snow was

teal ot

P

in
investigation.
the
ruing of the theater siortiy before noon

such

- charge! Mr. Healy said
The bhuilding in=pector estinmted that

the s=now on the rool was about two
feet deep, with a weight of between 20
and 25 pounds to the squiare foot. He

expliined that the weight might have

breen greater on certain parts of the roof

where the snow had blown into drifts
. This weight, he said, was not as great
cas it would have been today or tomor-
row, when tae snow would have thawed
and become water-soaked.

At Theater All Night.

L. W. STRAYER

IARINES CLEARING
SNOW AT TERMINAL

Secretary Denby in Orders
Provides for Work on
Railroad Tracks.

Yotr i3] + assured that the Ci Mr. Healy was asked if he had S 2 o
missiomers will =oe to it that a thorough  reached any definite conclusion as to _"‘“ retary of ”‘_" Navy Denby '_“"t
aned complete inve an of |_I|;.»- Ul what  structural  supports  had  given night issued special orders hurrying
:-'.Iirf.lt-u‘..:'r- “'u-.“.r:‘.l.l.-'.I ';'h-'n{'—;“.]’ra: “tll1?-‘. witd, replying #s quoted  above, Mr 1L detachment ‘of 300 marines fr_mn
g e aanlained. St endeavor to Vealy was at the theater all night, but | Quantico, Vit, and 130 from murine
CATEY out any svstenptic probe in view 7 ];" was ‘}1;"'.Kln;: more of how It;il.;lrrm-iis here, to assist in eclearing

et eitortE el Gt e taade o rEl the pitned-in men. women  an e 2 e
(.“N‘.h 'l~r1”” ’I\SJI_I‘ 1 must be made to Zhilaren out of. the wreckiage thin He the =now .fr--.m the railroad lr..k': ks
rescue the vietins. wie thinking of the cause of the col-jof the Washington terminal., The

Structural Experts On Duty. ‘m;:[i-‘--, Gl TG GO AT men went on duty early this morn-

lie 1 = ctor o £ s & : 0 .G -
o7 have just ordered L H. Davis and  call a previous case of the collapse of a ‘,nl" In charge: of ap ieorge, K
R L. Lewis struetual engineers of my building in the Distriet of Columbia Shuler.
Mice. to =0 to the scene at onve and directly as a result of the weight of The step was tulken at the regquest
GRS 2 S 2oeie By S ' snow on the voof.  Small shacks have | of rajlroad officials and in view of
report o Maj v H. Brown, assigtant gone down under heavy snowfalls, he A PR H = 3
engincer commissioner, who has taken sad. the tie-up of United States mail.
: Secretary Denby immediately got in
- ‘touch with Maj. ftien. Lejeune and
ig.’:\':‘ the necessary instructions to
AN . A NG IE:SCAPES. send the marines to the U'nion Sta-
- 9 tion. tien,  Smedley Butler, com-
manding officer of Quantico marine
E— y) headguarters, dispatched the de-
H tachment on a special train, which
arrived here after 7 o'clock.
The 630 men, armed with shovels
- - 3 - - »
Parents Frantically Inquire for Children—Little Girl|..: 2t work at once to clear away
T = - % Few ifts f s - v -
Found Uninjured; Mother Dead—Hundreds the bieh deitts of now which ad
o . interrupted train service since yester-
= - : .3
53 on Scene All Night. day, paving special attention to
awitches., It is expected that the
mails and passenger service will

A= in all catastrophies, there were
many miraculous escapes last night
#t the Knickerbhocker. And there are
many who have cause today to he
thankful that for some reason which
seemed  trivial at the time, they
chanzed intentions of going to the
Knickerbocker.

Men amd women who were rescued,

tell of how they =at in the baleony,
or in the pit below—how @ chanece |
elayer ot the eeiling above showed

1tha roof parting, folloawed by a ter-
rifiee hi== amd the erash of falling tons
of briclh and mortor—how, when they
recovered eonscionsness, they found
themselves lyving under twisted iron
girders—untouched, save for a bruise

or scratceh.

Parents Search for Children.
One of the most pathetic scenes
sbout the ruins as the work of res-
cue proceeded was the search of a
father, or mother, for a missing boy

or girl who had "gone to the
movies.” Some of them, before the
lines of police and s=soldiers were

drawn up around the ruins, had man-
aged to get to the pile of debris. Call-
ing, calling hopefully the name of a
loved one, they stumbled about over
the wreck: heeding, then passing on,
&5 some voice pleading for help came
from beneath the wreckage.

Then the women—the mothers, who
gatherrd outside the lines after they
were formed. Pleading with agon-
ized voices to be let inslde the lines—

thay were kept out, a necessity In

this case to protect life from the
standing wall, expected to capsize

any minuvfte.

Telephons calls to The Star office,
after news of the catastrophe had
spread, were pitiful. One of them,
& plaintiff, childish voice, said that
PMama and papa went to the movies
tonight. Were they hurt?”

Another, from a nurse, said four lit-
tle children were waiting the return
of their parents, who had gone to the
theater./ Endless questions reached
The Star concerning the names of
dead and injured. A name would be
given, searched for in the first lists
received from the scene, and many
times the tragic news of a terrible
death was broken.

Then there were those who were
paparated in the accident from those
with whom they had gone to the
theater. A husband, recovering con-
sclousness, was taken out of the
zuins, only to return to look for his
wife, who had been sitting beaide
him. A little child, who with her
mother had attended the theater, was
taken away, unhurt. Her mother was
found later in the debris, dead.

FRepresentative Barkley of Ien-
tucky searched the ruins several
hours for his young son, who had

ptarted for the theater earlier in the
pvening. After hours of anguish, in
Jsklsh he-saw themengled dead taken

away, he was notified his boy was at
home. The lad, at the last minute,
had changed his mind about going to
the movies,

Many Mirnculous Escapes.

Many were the miraculous escapes,
Miss Marie Rhea, 1301 Ithode Island
avenue, sat in her orchestra seat,
her head sticking through the wire
When rescuers sounght to re-
move her she pleaded with them to
first rescue her friend, Mrs, 1. H.
'ovell, who was pinned by the debris,

s=eTeen.

lving across her friend's lap. Both
were removed. Mrs. Covell was
dead.

Misz 8. W, Richardson, 1842 Vernon
street, was sitting in her chair in
the balcony. She saw the roof cave
in and ducked under her chair. Her
act saved her. She was dragged from
the debris little injured.

Child Sereams, “Mother!”

Ernest Budd, of the Avalon apart-
ments, was an eyewitness. He was
| seated in the balcony and happened
to glance up at the ceiling. He saw
the center suddenly give way. He
dived under his seat. Then he heard
a child scream, “Mother!” Then next
thing he remembers was waking up
to find himself lying near what was
the 18th street entrance to the thea-
ter. DMr. Budd brought out five women
himself befors oflicial help arrived,

George Brodie, twenty-five years
old, of 1228 Euclid street, said he en-
tered the theater about 8:30 o'clock
and at that time the house was two-
thirds full. "I grabbed for my hat
and coat, and the next minute found
myself flat on my face with some-
thing weighty on top. I laid still for
about five minutes when 1 noticed
at the side of me a girl with an arch
or pillar resting upon her. I tried
to pull it off, but couldn't move it
Then I started working my way
slowly in some direction—1 think the
middle—and with four other fellows
we saw & hole with a light shning
through. The next thing I knew I
was on the street, but I don't know
how I got there. I stayed around for
a while and helped several others, who
were apparently uninjured, out of the
place. It was a frightful sight with-
in, nothing but moans, cries and
darkness.”

Mr. Brodie received slizht bruises
about the body.
Crash Resembles Earthguake.
The Misses Harrison, proprietors
of a millinery store at 2471 18th
street, were eyewitnesses to the
catastrophe. They were standing at
their window when they said they

heard a terrific noise. They thought
their building shook and believed it

was an earthguake. Looking across
the street it seemed to them as if
the doors of the theater were blown
open. There was much confusion
among the peopls, who were appar-
ently in the lobby of the theaten. It
was shortly after this that the crowd

)

soon be restored.

SUPPORT ROAD PROJECTS.

Prince Georges Members Active in
Legislature—Highway Link.

Specinl Dispateh 1o The Star.
HYATTSVILLEL Md.,
I

January 28—
i member of the
county delegation in
., is backing a proposi-
the construction of a

1o Secure 3
highway linking western
and sounthern Maryland, -

tion
permanent

At present the il from the west-
ern corporation limits of Hyattsville
to Seeks Corner, Montgomery county,
is only partially of a permanent char-
acter, the unimproved sections being
almost impassahle during winter and
early spring. The only portion of this
road now improved is from Jacksons
Corper to the old Riggs schoolhouse.
From this latter point to the western
corporation limits of Hyattsville the
road is unimproved. The distance to be
improved is about three miles.

Mr. Ager and William P. Magruder,
another delegate from this county,
are working on a project to have
Maryland avenue it Johnson avenue,
Hyat'taville, extended to the concrete
roadway at Mount Rainier. The main
reason for the extension of this road,
say the delegates, is to minimize the
dangers at the Maryland avenue grade
crossing and to relieve traffic conges-
tion at this point.

WILL ADDRESS ZIONISTS.

Dr. Baer Epstein to Tell of Work
in Palestine.

Dr. Baer Epstein will speak, under
the auspices of the Washington
Zionist district on the progress in
the work of upbuilding Palestine as
the Jewish homeland tomorrow night
at 8 o’clock at the Adath Israel Syna-
gogue, 6th and I streets,

Members of the women's Zionist
organization, Hadassah, the Mizrachi
and Poale Zion are co-operating in
the arrangements for the meeting,
and the public has been invited to
attend. Joseph A. Wilner, president
of the Washington Zionist distriet,
will preside. = -

began to assemble and the two ladies

opened their shop to-take care of the
injured. Several women were <ared

for in the shop, but they refused to
give their names. They were later
taken away in ambulances.

Frank Lazarus. proprietor of the
National Sport Shop, at 2464 18th
street, was one of the first persons on
the scene after the digaster occurred.
He heard a crash, he gaid, like an au-
tomobile smashing into a bullding.
When he reached the door of his shop
people already were fighting their
way out of thetheater, many of them
with blood streaming down  their
faces. Mr. Lazarus supplied hack-
saws and pliers with which the early
reecuers worked and turned over his
shop to care for the dead and in-
Jured.

The rendering of first aid to the in-
jured was handicapped by the fact
that the drug stores in the immediate
neighborhood were closed, and it was

fmpossible to obtain medical and
surgical supplles.

AMONG VICTIMS OF

A. J. BARCHFELD,
Former Representntive from
Pennsuylvania.

IS CLOSED TO VEHICLES

The District Commissioners have or-
dered the cldsing of the Calvert Street

'Report of Death Early in Month,

Bridge 1o all except pedestrians -on

account of the weight of the snow

that has fallen upon the structure.
That hridge has been destined for

some time ito be superseded by an-
other, and as the accumulation of
gnow had caused doubts Lo be ex-

pressed as to the safety of the pres- |

ent bridge, the closing was ordered,
to take effect at once.

SHACKLETON, BRITISH
EXPLORER, DIES ON SHIP

While on Antarctic Expedition,
Comes From Montevideo.

By the Associated Press.

. Montevideo, Jan, 29 —Sir Ernest H
Shackleton, the  British  explorer,
died January 5 on board the steam-

| hip Quest, on which he was making

i
)

i
1

|
y
]
|
|
i

an Anarctic expedition.

SOVET WL SEE
PACT WITH SWEDE

Abandoned Negotiations for
Trade Agreement to
Be Resumed.

BY HAIL O'FLAHERTY.

By Wircless to The Star and Chicage Daily
News, Cepyright, 1822,

STOCKHOLM, Sweden, January 28,
—The negotiations for a trade agree-

ment Letween Sweden and soviet
Russia, discontinued before the holi-
days, will be resumed immediately,

acrording to the soviet trade com-
missioner to Sweden, M. Kersjentsev.
Aufter he had been recalled suddenly to
weeks ago a  report

the soviet government in-
abanden the plan for a

several
that
1o

Lo tidesdd
” .
trade agreement with Sweden or Den-

marik, preferring to await the time
when the political and economie sit-
uiation should have been cleared up
all the same time.

It appears that the s=oviet govern-
ment became too confident over its
position as a powerful neighbor of
the Scandinavians countries and he-
lieved that the political recognition
of the soviet government was only a
matter of a few weeks. Develop-
ments  sinee  Christmas dampened
this optimism. with the result that
the bolsheviki are again pursuing
their old method of =ecuring a sepa-
rate trade agreement with every
country that is willing to negotiate.

Sweden's trade with the soviets
promises well for the coming year.
Tha Trolhattan Company has con-
tracrted to deliver fifty powerful loco-
motives in 1%22. Soviet representa-
tives expect to sign a contract with
a  Swelish consortium  for the con-
struction of heavy turbines, involv-
ing @ cost of many'millions of kroner,
and other heavy equipment for elec-
trifying the Moscow district,

JACK PINE FOR PAPER.

MONTREAL, January 28—I'os
ity of utilizing jack pine for ma
newsprint paper today is occupying
the interest of members of the Can-
adian I'nlp and Maper Association, whe
in recent years have wiatched with
apprehension the steady dwindling of
the spruce foresis, heretofore regard-
ed as the only considerable source of
supply for newsprint.

T'se of jack pine for the purpose was
advocated at the association’'s meet-
ing yesterday
who said that his firm, the Belgian

Industrial Company, Ltd., had carried |

on successful experiments with jack
pine under both the sulphite and
ground wood processes of manufacture.
Mr. Neilson pointed out that the de-
pletion of the spruce foresis entailed
ever-increasingly long hauls to the
mill, while jack pine is plentiful and
cheap and attains commercial size
forty years earlier than spruce.

CALVEFH: S“_fhaBRIDGE '

by DMaurire Neilson, |

THEATER DISASTER

'KER

|
|

CIHAUNCEY . BRAINERD

PHONE OPERATOR
CALLS RESCUERS

{Responds to Initial Report o
| Crash and Summons Doc-

An operator of the Chesapeake and

Ption of the dizaster.
call registered and a
the wire said:

“My name is Norris. The roof of
the Knickerbocker Theater has caved

An incoming

man’s voice on

charge, without awuaiting further in-
siructions, immediately  culled 1he
y Police Department and  the Emer-
geney Hospital.  Six operators were
then assigned to the tas of eu
every doctor in the Columbia X-
change, and when that list was ex-
hausted, the North exchange list was
drawn upon. In all, seventy-two doe-
tors were notified in the space of a
few minutes.

Chief Operator on Job.

The chief operator, meantime, get-
ting in touch with a telephone near
the theater, ascertained from time 1o
time what was needed, and notified
the surgeons of all the city hospitals
of the catastrople.

The telephone company then util-
ized its big fleet of trucks, which
had been engaged in transporting the
operators to and from the exchanges,
to dispatch a force of workmen
the scene. These
chinists zkilled in the use of acety-
lene torches, tools and just the kind

of work they were called upon o
perform.

Traffic conditions in the telephone
exchanges became indescribable as
the night wore on. Thousands of
residents, frantic to hear from rela-
tives, used the wire. The operators

had already had the most
in the history of the 1elephone coni-
pany, but refused 1o leave
switchboards.

Worse Conditions Today.

onditions were worse during
today and an unprecedented volume
of long distance calls aggravated
them. People in other cities, read-
ing the bulletins of the calamity in
the morning papers, sought to get in
communication with friends here.
Never was there such an immense
i amount of long distance calls.
Charles T. Clagett, division man-
| ager of the company, has issued an
urgent appeal to citizens to refrain
from using the telephone ueedlessly
. in this period of stress. Only neces-
| sary calls should be made, it is
| urged, for the volume of business
i classed as mnecessary in connection
with the disaster taxes the facilities
of the exchanges.

informa- |

I
|
]
i
i
|
|
i

|
|

RECEPTION IS POSTPONED.

Party for Mr. and Mrs. Coolidge
Put Off Because of Theater
Horror.

The reception which was to have been
given to the Vice Fresident and Mrs.
Coolidge tomorrow night at the Con-
gressional Club has been called off on
account of the Knickerbocker Theuter
disaster, Mrs. Harry Woodyard, chair-
mman of the entertainment committes,

! hag announced,

TROOPS RENDER
SPLENDID SERVICE

‘Police and FiremenAlsoQuick '

to Arrive at the Scene of

|

! :

' Knickerbocker Horror.

| s SO,

i Assisting virtually all night long |
?];l the relief gqrork were more than |

1 250 saldiers and marines, sent to the

seene by the special order of Drig.

Gen. 11 1. Bandholz, of the
commaianding  the district  of <h -
ingtosn, and Maj. Gen, Lejeane, head
of the marine corps,

There wire 150 cavalrymen from
Mvyver., Va., dispatehed 1o 1he
heater under the supervision of Mad,
adjutant  of the dis-
Washington, He was re-
jeved carly this morning by Maj.
T P tieorge. of Fort Myer, whao,
In turn, . reljeved shortly before
noon by i. Patton, also of Fort
Myer. Gen. Bandholz said that i was
not his intention to seind more troops,
as the pumber engazed i the
of rescue ot present wWas adegusite
The army, he declyred was anxious
to help in every way possible,
*About 100 more marines  joined
with the soldier= in aiding in the
regcue activities today. Some of the

Wi

T af

-~

marines were from the marine har-
racks and some from the navy yvard.
Lieut. ol. RRhea, of the navy yvard,
@i in vharge, assisted by aj. Vogel,
commanding  otlicer of the marine
barracks, who staved on duty all
night. and First Lieut, M. V. Parsoans.

I the fire department was received from |
the alarm box ar18th =treet and Colum- |

i
|
|
i
\
]
i
|
]

! water

Potomae Telephone Co, was the first |
[lu receive and disseminate

!
L
1

Police Act Quickly.

Licut. . L. Plemmons, night chief
of detectives, was on duty at poiice
headquarters, when the first call for

bia road ar 9:10 o'clock, Immed
upon receipt of the alarm, the
tenant learned of the serjousness of
the dizaster and got busy on the tele-
phone wire=s to have police of =everal

precinels in readiness (or emergency
work.

Exactly thirteen minutes after the
first alarm was reeeived @ second

alarm was suumlvtl":--uinmrminl: BixX

additional compunies of firemen to
the scene, and at 40 o'clock the
sounding of a fourth alarm brought
five more companies. At 950 o'clock
a fifth alarm was sounded, =ix more
companies responding 1o aid in the
resceue work, making a total of twen-
tv engine companies, =ix truchks a
tower and fourteen fuei
wiagone scheduled to Tespond.

Marines Offer Services.
Shortly after the sounding
fifth alarm Lieut. Plemmons received
an offer of ithe services of the marines
stationed at the Pan-American build-

ing. where the conference on the lim-
itation of arms is= being held. The

of the

toffer was prompily accepled.

In, Send the nearest doctor,”
'  The control information desk was |
notifiedd and the young woman in

]

|
l
i
1

10
men included ma-

tryving day |

their |

| mons.

Beeause of the seriousness of the
edy calls were sent to practically
-v hnspital in the city for ambu-
lanees amd physicians and o every
police station for patrol wagoens and
reserves

Much difficalid was cxperienced by
Yoth the firemen and pollcemen
their efforts to reach the scene. Seven
pieces of fire apparatus and one police
patrol wagon were reported disabled
en route to the theater.

BEoth vehicles of No. 10 engine com-
pany became stalled within fifty fect
of the company's station, Maryland
avenue between 132th and 14th streets
northeast. Firemen and nearby resi
dents warked hard to get the engine
and hose carriage out of the deep
drift snow, and-finally the company

was obliged to report out of srr\-imé:
ol |

Other companies reporting out
service soon after receiving the calls
were Nos. 5. 20 and 24 engine com-
panies and Nos. 4, 5 and 6 truck com-
panies.

Hundreds of Anxious Inquiries.
Telephone lines leading to police

headquarters and places of business
in the vicinity of the theater

kept busy until long after midnight, |

relatives and friends of poersons
thought to have attended the o
formanecs making anxious inqguiry
to the identity of injured persons

In many other instances incuirics
were made by persons, monibers of
whose families hagd not  returnced
home, the delay causing anxi-ty
wias not until late in the nighs
hospital attendants were av!e o
much definite information, the phy-
sicians taking care to dress the in-
juries before consuming time record-
ing names and addresses,

Detectives Sweeney and Messer, on
duty at police headquarters, were
sent to the theater by Licsvt Plem-
They =oon telephoned for ad-
ditional men, but the deparrment was
without means of transporiation for
them. Police officials realized what
it meant to be without antomooniles
in good working order. and it is
probable that an appeal will i:e made
to Congress for money for the pur-
chase of a sufficient numbe~ of such
cars for use of members of the force
detailed at headquarters.

as

COVERED BODY OF ONE OF THE DEAD

army, |

work |

were !

VOICE GRIEF

KNICKERBOCKER'S DIRECTORS

OVER DISASTER

That Building C
Officials to Start

Issue Statement Expressing Amazement

ollapsed—District
Inquiry at Once.

The  board of directors of the
Knickerbocker Theater assembled at
{1 o'clock this morning at the home
{of Harry M. Crandall and issued the
Pfollowing statement:
“We are stunned by
| trople.

1 this catas-

I “The Knirkerboeker was the prize
Lof our cirenit. construeted at no limit
cost, hefore the war, wWhen 1he
rest materials and enpEineering
were  secured make this
ihouse a model of theater architec-

of
| e
| brain=s 1t
tture and econstruction. The structure
| was subjected and passed
ymunicipal and  government
test

to

every
inspec-
fLion and
“We cannot find words to express

jthe depths of svmpathy we feel for
i
{
1

| The Caommissioners and the Dis-
pirict engineers will hegin an imme-
diate probe into ithe canse of the
disaster and responsibility as soon
48 the neeescary steps can be taken,
Commissioner Oyster said this morn-

.

“We ure going 1o <ift this ta the
bottom,” he said. “An investigation
will e startedd ag soon as we can
sel the machinery in motion”

Regurding reports of considera-
tion given 1o closing the house 3 es-
terday because of the spow on the
roof. the Commissioner sad that it
wonuld seem abmost eriminal 7 any
ane knew af the perilous condition

of the building and allowed it to be
opened.
Other Roofs Most Be Cleared.
The last

night,

Liistriet oimmissioners

ftnmediately after  the ca-
tastraphe had
an wrder that
the Liistricr

operate until

reparied, Issued
pictures in
allowed 1o
had bLeen re-

heemn
no moving
would b
the snow
the roofs
same time, Inspector Sulli
acting chiefl of pohiees, notit
caplains in the various distriets
tor  enforee this  ruling. Coroner
Nevitt announced that & formal fn-
quest would be held over the bodies
wf the dead to dete ne the cause
and, if possible, fix
ties.

muoved from
At

1he

those  bereaved by this  appalling
featastrophe

I “We waould infinitely rather have
(abandoned all our enterprises than
] .

'!!h:n a single 1life should have Leen
lI_n.u-l or any individua! maimed or in-
j Jured.

‘ “rsigned)

"]Ir\li]i\' M, CRANDALLL president
“A. E. BEITZYL., viee presi y
“BARRY BULKLEY, seceretary.”

)

APPEAL MADE TO

FEED BIRDS

AS SNOW BRINGS SUFFERING

“Well, now, we are up against it
old ropper. What will we do now?

“Righto! We blighters stick by the
ity while the fol-de-rols wingg 01
south sl now there's pothing o
eut, Jeastly, =av 1, old dear. I'm
winging it now 1o see if 1 can tind
st bread  crumbs or something
Cheerio!”

This is the transluted conversation
hetween twao Foglish-Americoa -
Prows who we discussing weal

| topies This morning,
With Washington
uner, the birds el
many of the migrati
P bashing nowadaye he
srave of a Flornd =un, Washingn
=11l has many of the f lered den
P Zens of loca! trees and parks with it

i literatly snowed
fomd, Althoug
1 species
ath the w

; Time 10 Feed the Birds.

f Now s the thne for bird lavers 1o
fpat up their hird's Junch counters for
! the Birds, in other words, “feel the
| hi Past experiences of iny in
it line of humane work aside from the

ipleasure to he gained from the sociciy
of the friendly little creatures, sonply
repays for the little care thus given to
them,

Thouse who live out of town have. i
is true. the best opportunities of this
kind of philanthropy, for the Washing-
ton suburbs still have, regardless of hse
cold north winds, & number of the feath-
ered tribe, the thrushes, wood warhlers,
tan ovea=ional robin, red-wingod black-
pirds amd the busy  woodpecker and
ather species of bird life too numerous
toomeniion,
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Many Winter Birds.

But there are many winter bird

visitors  to Washingtoon—ohickadeses,

juncas, hesides the resi-

ows of  many kKimid=s, of

is sibd. there are dozens

e Drstrict of Columbiag
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e il as s=wael for ths in-
seclivorniis  Lipds In ciity yvards
convenient  tree will  ser bur  if
They  urm 0l isturl Lirds  will
come o thy window =il for food in
the winter =eason, With s, little
patience They muay even be tuught to
et from the hand, But th who
Lave the time for nothing more can
at least + them food.

=t of hird life, nataralists
and o tholowists  have in recent
Veurs gl that spow birds, which s
une ol our b species of birds, il
Living =0 thoroughly a ground bird
would, naturally, zo ta sleep on the
Erounsd, the ground s
ol pw, wonuld take
1o the troes ar ta granevine bhowers,
or huddle 1ogether on top o the spoaw,
Litt such j= not the case Thaev dive
inte the =now when 11 Is Joese, eoeh
e by itself, and there spend ilie

night comfortabily,
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Prince Georges County Citizens in

Favor of New System.
b specing Tispatoh to The Star,
UPPER MARLBORG;, AL, Januury
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. . Vricts in Prinee Georzes, held here, it
Necess;ty for lnduclng Ref'i““"‘ decided. after considerable dis-
i lvussim:. to have unt bill introduced in
: ugees to Return Seen by [the legislature repealing the present
: . | vounty road law, which provides for
| BO'ShEVlStS- | six road directors 1o have charge of
! bthe construction and  maintepance  of
[ By the Associated Press, . itlu' county’s highways and bridees
i MOSCOW, January 1. — Lus=iu's jand 10 seek the enactment of a new
}:m-k of constructive leadership rorit""‘“\_\' .i;:;',',“i;”ff.f I"l:_r“_tilru— Shpsintment by
fits industrial and commercial recon-! mvnlr;aliufl l(l‘l “:Eit.i:.?,ur’::-‘: n ‘;l]:?-” \hq'r;-:.:i:-

struction becomes more apparent
! every day, and the necessity for in-
during refugees Lo return is clearer
to the holshevists, perhaps, than to
non-bolshevists, who have less
knowledge of the inefliciency of gov-
ernment departments and the diffi-
! culties the communists have behind
Lthe scenes.

I'remier I.enin hias repeatedly
stressed the desirability of attracting
back to Russia the 2000000 Russian:
who have fled to other countries and
represent the cream of Russian in-
telligence,  The engineers, scientists,
bankers, teachers and merchants are
greatly needed.

Letts. Esthonians
played u large part in The business
life of old Russia, They had enjoyed
the  benefits of both Swedish and
German culture, Many of them are
highly trained specialists and man-
agers dand directors of various enter-
prises. But they have nearly all left
disorganized Russia and taken up
residence in the new Baltic states,

Will Not Re-enter Trade.

Baltic merchants will not re-cnter
trade in Iussia, for they lack confi-
dence in the communist government.
s Manufacturers are unwilling to re-
i sume  their old work under govern-
tment  concessions. Even  property
towners—or rather former property
owners—are unwilling te take back
their apartment houses and hotels
under the proposced concession
Consequently the new economic pol-
iey is falling far short of expecta-
tions.

¥Free domestic trade is not entirely

free. The term is misteading. It is
impossible for merchants to ship
goods at will on Russian railways.
Permits are required for each ship-
ment. It is difficult to get these,
The npilfering on rail lines is ex-
tensive. There i8 no insurance.

v through the goods car-
ried by hand that markets in the
great cities are supplied. Railway
men carry Jlour and sugar from the
Tkraine to eke out an existence, It
brings a better price in Moscow and

It is large

Petrograd. Meat is also carried to
the cities by railway emploves and

regular dealers, who employ varriers.

Movement to the Right.

Lenin's ingistence that the govern-
ment must win the confidence and
support of the intelligent classes is
generally regarded as a preparation
for further movements to the right
in governmental policies as soon as
it ig =~ssible to make them without
M.G;J, *Tg  the comm=nist party
utterly.

The communist party is rapidly be-
coming 4 party in the sense that the
United States and England have par-
ties. Its important leaders show
daily signs of making further con-
cessions to the hostile majority. which
will have nothing to do with the
communist principles or half-com-
munist schemes, such as the conces-
sion plan of letting factories tp old
owners.

‘The building up of the far eastern
republic at Chita under bolshevist
domination, but with general elec-
tions and right of private property,
is looked upon in Russia as an indi-
cation of revised policies which will
eventually be adopted in European
Russla.

BURGLAR KILLS PRIEST.

CHICAGO, January 28 —A burglar
entersd the parish house of the Bt
Florence Catholie Church and shot to
death the Rev. Florian Chodniewicz,
when the latter started down stairs
an hearing a noise made by the bur-
glar. The burglar immediately open-
ed fire. The Rev,
several hours

and Lithuanians

plan. .

Jaiepr from the Wounds
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|Lli.-atriu'1s=, of three or 1ve laXpayers,
| who are to have supervision of the
"work in their respective districts,

i The Tunds allotted to these districts
"wonld be turned over to these super-

visor=s, who would have authority to
fempley  all labor provide apparatus,
et

{  There was a diversity of opinion at
{ the meeting, County Commissioner
| Georce W. Walers declaring that it
would be unwise to change the present
aw. .nd others arguing in favor of the
FCarolina county road law.” which pro-
| vides for a =uperintendent of roads,
, wha =hall be road ensineer. St
Im!u-rs expressed  the view that the
| state should take over all county roads=,

Former State’s Attorneys M. Hamp-
ton Magrader was appointod to draft a
iw embodying the features of the pro-
po=ed legislation favored by the mevt-
ing.

'ASKS PULPITS TO URGE
KINDNESS TO ANIMALS

| Writer Points Out Need of Educat-
ing Parents as Well as
Chfldren.
To the Editor of The Star:

The many friends of the animals
would like to thank Mrs. Halstead
{ through The Star for her splendid
{article of January 21 pertaining te
| the education of our young people
through the public schools in Kind-
ness 10 animals.

1 would like to add that the parents
could stand a little of it, too

Then why not have it given out
from the pulpit? Surely there could
e no more fitting place to preach
the gospel of kindness. eéAnsideration
and a knowledge of onr ublizations
| to others, and practicing these is
| surely the foundation of all religion,
| " Many times have 1 seen a little child
gather in his sheltering arms a home-
lexs kitten and try to bring it in the
i house, the mother throwing up her
| hands and raising her voice in protest.
| telling her child to put it out. When
'Fh--r son grows to manhood and is
lucking in chivalry and honor she will
i wonder why., She would be shocked
if we told her that she killed it in
the budding. So I say, lr_-r. ns educate
the parents also in this wonderful
' study of hy LY.

Indeed, 11'—?-.7511 like it to bLe heard
from the hilltops that unless we heed
the ery of these helpless creatures, we
cannol ever expect to have “Peace on
earth, good will toward men.”

ELIZABETH CLARK.

'IMPRISONED 7 HOURS,
LIVES TO TELL THE TALE

‘William Galloway had a miraculous
escape from death. Immediately after
the crash he found himself pinned
down between two seats. With the
utmost difficulty he was able to lay
Lhis head flat on the floor and breathe;
sthe air seeping through .crevices at
that point. He was unable to move.,

He was brought out slightly hurt. Mr.
Galloway was imprisoned at 9 ¢'clock
at night and not rescued until 4
o'elock this morning.

tier when he saw the entire mezzanine
descending on his head. He quickly
threw himself down between two

hodnlewics @ied}seats. He lay there for seven hours
s listening while his rescucrs saged

simesr =gy through to him.,

He was seated under the mezzanine




